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God's love
Hosea 11:1-11

Many Christians are biased against the Old Testament, wrongly
thinking that God is portrayed in the Hebrew scriptures only as
warlike and vengeful. They believe that the image of God as
peaceful and loving is found only in the New Testament. They
also commonly assume that Old Testament prophesy is mostly
about the coming of Jesus. With this understanding, it is no
wonder that many skip over the Hebrew Bible.

But the Hebrew Bible was the Bible of Jesus and the Disciples,
and it contains many texts of incredible richness and beauty. It
is the foundation for Christ’s life and ministry.



In our passage today from Hosea you can see the wisdom and
love of God, shining forth, transcending time and space. Here is
a powerful message spoken by God to Israel centuries before
the birth of Christianity, a message that makes it clear that God
loves the people of Israel as a parent, who refuses to give up on
the child even when it is most rebellious and disappointing. This
is a wonderful text.

Most people in our culture idealize children and parenting.
Many people love and hope to have a kid. And they love to
boast about their kid’'s accomplishments. They share photos,
brag about their good behavior, their good grades. They want
other people to know about their successful parenting and to
celebrate their kid’s victories.

People much less often speak openly about the darker side of
parenting. They don’t talk as much about their rebellious kids,
how much they scream, how many tears are shed, how often
parents feel helpless, frustrated, and stupid. Parenting is tough.
Kids often do not follow the path we want for them. Parents are
tested.

In fact, this is the story of God and Israel as revealed in Hosea.
Almost any parent in the world can see themselves in this story,
which is also God’s own story.

The speaker, who is God, first remembers the past, when Israel
was newborn. The Lord said: "When Israel was a child, | loved
him.” The little child and the Father God had a close bond,
marked by pride, trust, curiosity and joy. v. 3: "yet it was | who
taught Ephraim to walk.” (Note: This is another name for Israel).
“l took them up in my arms, but they did not know that | healed
them." “| led them with cords of human kindness, with hands of
love. | was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. |
bent down to them and fed them." This remarkable text has God
speaking of his own love for Israel in the language of human
parenting.

But the mood change as God recalls the growing rebelliousness of
Israel in adolescence. Patient love increasingly becomes mixed
with anger. Israel has turned to violence and scheming for power,
and so will have to learn a painful lesson. “

They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their
king because they have refused to return to me... my people are
bent on turning away from me.” All sin brings consequences. Israel
will face conquest, exile and slavery because of the evil choices
they made. The relationship with God has soured, and God is very
sad.

In this remarkable passage we next get a glimpse into the
compassionate heart of God as he wrestles with the fate of his
wayward children. The image seems to be God, crying all night
in sorrow, thinking about his suffering, rebellious child. And he
resolves not to give up on Israel, not to punish him further, but
instead to rescue Israel and bring him home. "How can | give
you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel?” "l will not
execute my fierce anger, | will not again destroy Ephraim, for |
am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and | will not
come in wrath.”

Finally, we saw the future of God and Israel. The Lord roars like
a lion, a poetic way of depicting God acting in power. And Israel
walks toward Him, trembling, from the west, trembling, the text
says, “like birds” or “like doves,” joyful to be reunited with their
Father. Here we have an image that parallels Jesus’ famous
parable of the prodigal son, who returns home to his aged
father. After the painful exile, Israel will return to God and the
relationship will be healed.

Does this story give you hope? We are all children of God, and
we all have brought upon ourselves and the world all sorts of
pain and hurt. We have distanced ourselves from God and we
are in slavery to all sorts of sin. But there is a way home!

Hosea 11 tells us what is in the heart of God, our Father.
Although we are not worthy, God always loves us with
incomparable love. May we run fast to follow Him.



