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Children of the Resurrection
Luke 20: 27-38

Paul said: "If Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain“ (1 Cor. 15:14). Resurrection is the core of the gospel.

Humans desire to live beyond death. Some have children in
part to carry on their name and to remember them after
they have left this world. Wealthy people leave money to
have buildings named for them, so that they will be
remembered for generations.

In our gospel text this morning Jesus is confronted with a
guestion posed by Sadducees, a group that rejected the
doctrine of resurrection. The Sadducees believed that once
people die they go to the shadowy realm of the dead, never
to return. If people do not have heirs then their memory is
gone. Their question to Jesus is very patriarchal: A woman
who marries seven successive brothers dies without
children. Whose wife will the woman be in the
Resurrection?

Its a trick question without any good answer, designed to
make Jesus look foolish. But it is the Sadducees who come
across looking ignorant. From the point of view of
resurrection, getting married and having children is not the
primary goal of life. The goal is to be God's children.

Without faith in God and the Resurrection, there is nothing
to give meaning to our life in the face of death. The
Sadducees cannot imagine any relationship different from

the social relationships we know in this world, a world that
always ends in death. They cannot imagine any way to
defeat death other than having children to bear our names
when we are gone. Jesus reminds them that we are
children of God, and that God is the God of the Living, not
the dead. Resurrection reshapes out reality, pointing us to
a future better life as God’s children. We do not come back
to this bodily existence of marriage and family, only to die
again, we live eternally with our Father as beloved children.

To be children of God means that we live to God, with God
instead of ourselves at the center. We do not worry about
inheritance, passing on our own name, achieving lasting
fame for ourselves. Instead we glorify God’s name, live to
please God, and share with him his eternal life. Paul
reminds us in Romans 8:9-11: "the spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you. He who raised Christ
from dead will give life to your mortal bodies.”

As the children of resurrection, we do not believe that
physical death is our end. We believe that the God who
brings life into being, who has been with us from the
beginning of our story, will be with us when we must leave
this place, guiding us into the home he has prepared for us.
Our future of is not closed; our tomb is the same as Jesus’s
tomb. It cannot contain us anymore than it could contain
Christ, because we are children of the God who forever
brings new creation out of death. This is the good news
that runs through the entire Bible. Believe it and live!

Amen



