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Pray Always and Do Not Lose Heart
Luke 18:1-8

Before the Lord returns, our greatest problem is facing the
challenges and difficulties of life without losing heart. Jesus
teaches us how to face life with the story of the persistent widow
& the judge.

A widow, alone & neglected, with no one to defend her, reaches
out to a judge for justice. But the judge has no respect for God
and doesn’t care for people. He is both unfair and immoral. He
does care about the law, but only to protect his own interests. He
does whatever he wants to do. But, because the widow is
persistent in appealing to the selfish judge, she finally got from
him the results she desired. The judge granted her request, not
because he was moved by compassion, nor because of his
conscience. He admits: "Because this widow keeps bothering me,
| will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her
continual coming.”

Jesus is pointing out that even unjust judges can be moved to
serve justice out of self-interest. How much more then can we
expect justice from the Aimighty, omniscient, and loving God of
the universe. We do not pray to a bad judge, but a God worthy of
trust. He will not delay for a long time, “He will give justice to
them speedily."

“When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Jesus
wants to see our faith. What is the secret preserving our faith in
this chaotic world? To maintain faith amidst the trials of life we
must pray continuously, without ceasing.

What is prayer? Prayer does not always mean talking. Praying is
to be constantly tuned toward God, to know God and what God
wants. Prayer is to have an ongoing relationship with Him,
allowing him to permeate our thoughts to shape us and move
us. The goal of prayer is not to change God, but to let God
transfigure us.

When we cry out to God in the midst of the suffering of life, that is
how God shape us. Jesus knows us better than anyone else. He
knows that we will face many winds and waves, confront trials,
pass through shadows. We will sometimes fall. Jesus knows that
it is easy to lose our heart. Jesus wants us to pray persistently, to
keep our focus on God. God can helps us when we do this.

| have had the experience of being discouraged and losing heart,
even feeling that my prayers were pointless. But persevere! Don’t
be tempted by emotions to turn away from God. Persistent
Prayer can help you keep your faith in God, even if you don’t
understand His will and cannot see how or where he is leading
you. Entrust yourself to him and in time He will reveal to you the
meaning.

Jesus himself lived in constant prayer! In the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus endured terrible grief and pain, and wanted it
to be taken away. He prayed to the Father and asked him to
remove the bitter cup. But, because of his prayers, he was able to
completely entrust His will to God: "My father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me, nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will."
(Matthew 26:39).

The most important thing is to keep our relationship to the Father.
This is the purpose of prayer: it changes our desires so that we
want to follow God's will. This should always be the focus of our
prayers. From now until the Lord returns, pray constantly to stay in
the will of God no matter what burdens you carry. God has
promised to be with us and give us all that we need to endure and
triumph in the end.



