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September 1, 2019

Who Is At Our Table?
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Christians need to pay careful attention to the dinner table. A lot of
important things in the New Testament happened there. The resurrected
Christ appeared at the Eucharist table. When Jesus was eating, he sent the
Holy Spirit. Throughout his ministry Jesus had a reputation for eating with
undesirable types, with tax-collectors and friends labeled “sinners.” That
caused trouble.

Inviting people to eat can be a sign of your wealth and high status. But it
can also signify acceptance and equality. We can create a community of
equality through breaking the bread. Because eating together at a table
indicates who is an insider and who is an outsider. In Luke, Jesus used a
dinner invitation to teach his wealthy Pharisee host this lesson.

Many of the other guests selected seats of honor. In other words, they
thought of themselves as important people who merited the best seats at

the table. Jesus didn’t observe silently, he challenged their thinking. “When

you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the
place of honor...” he told them. Instead they should take the lowest
position, and wait for the host to invite them to sit higher. Then they would
be truly honored. “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted.” This story is about humility.
People should humble themselves and give others the best places.

Jesus challenged the host also. "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors,
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Pharisees were religious leaders. Jesus’ statement went straight to the
heart: who do you want to please? God or rich men? Who ought we to
value? Who ought we to seek for fellowship? Those like us, those we
already love, such as our friends, brothers, or relations? No, Jesus says,
invite strangers and the lost sinners, the crippled, handicapped, the people

who are on the bottom of society and have no possible way to pay us back.
Those who are literally social outcasts who cannot help us win favor with
the rich or influential, or add anything to our popularity.

Jesus was trying to get his host and the other guests to understand that the
ways of God were not their ways and that in the Kingdom of God a different
social order will prevail. The world honors the rich and powerful but in the
kingdom of God, it is the opposite. The poor and marginalized have
priority around the table. This should make us think about our own society
today. How do we measure up to the standards of Jesus? The strength of a
society lies in how much respect and honor the weakest person is given.

Sitting at the table with the "others" is not just a nice thing to do, it is a sign
of our salvation. We can only grasp the reality of God’s grace when we
reach beyond our own kind to embrace those who are different from us.
We can only grasp the love of God when we serve purely out of a
commitment to share God’s love for all, not trying to impress the world or
win friends. Here and now we must start to build the kind of community
that reflects the radical inclusiveness of God’s Kingdom. Homogeneity is
not a sign of the Kingdom.

Who's at our table here in the Church? It is not the table of the Pharisees,
nor their status conscious guests. It is Jesus Christ. He is both the host and
the guest. He is the God who invites us, and he is the broken people who
come seeking new life. God invites all people to attend this feast!



