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Mary’s Amazing Song
Luke 1: 46b-55

When Mary saw the angel of the annunciation, she was
confused and doubtful, and she asked what the message of
her pregnancy meant: "How can this be, since | am a virgin?

Mary was not in the mood to sing. "How can this be?" As
Mary struggled and waited, she was transformed. She
moved from wondering "how can this be?” to acceptance of
God’s will: "Let it be with me according to your word.” AS
she waited for God's promise to come true, no doubt filled
with uncertainty and anxiety, she did an incredible thing.
She started to sing, giving voice to her faith in God’s
redemption and the coming revolution in the world.

As we face an unknown future, waiting for our redemption,
what should we do while we wait? Singing in uncertain
times can be powerful, carrying us into the very presence of
God, transforming fear and anxiety into hope and confident
expectation. It was true for Mary, and it is true for us during
this Advent season.

Mary’s song was revolutionary not only in its vision of a
new world, but the very act of singing at a time of doubt and
anxiety. She did not give in to fear but courageously lifted
her voice to praise God. This is a model for us to

follow. When life is dark and everything seems to be going
wrong, we can face the world courageously, lifting our
voices in praise to God, and in the act of praising we find
that we have transformed the situation.

In the midst of her uncertainty and fear Mary sang: “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my

Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his
servant . .. and holy is his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation.”

God is the theme of this song. God is in the song. This
hymn has been sung throughout the world for many
generations, because it beautifully gives expression to
Israel’s hope and to our hope, an expectation that we trust
because we have come to know Christ crucified and
resurrected:

" He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good
things,

and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel

At this time of Advent, as we wait in a dark world for our
ultimate redemption from sin, let Mary’s amazing song
become our song also.



