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Hope in the Exile
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7

"Home" brings people and places to mind. Frederick Buechner's
book, Longing for Home, talks about "home" as the place where
we are born, and our ultimate final destination. Home has two
meanings: one is the home we remember; the other is the home of
our dreams.

For many people today, we are living in a homeless era. Being
homeless is when you live everywhere, but you cannot really call
anyplace home. Taiwanese-American artist Yu-Wen Wu, in her art
project entitled “Migration,” presents migration as the decisive
issue of this century. The number of displaced people around the
globe continues to break historical records. Millions of people
continue to cross borders, migrating to find a safer and better life.



Many of these are war refugees, others are fleeing natural disasters.

For us who live in relatively safe environments, this fact can be easily
forgotten. We don’t think that disasters are not likely to hit us. We
probably won’t ever experience devastating Hurricanes, earthquakes,
forest fires, or war in our neighborhoods. In our security we imagine
that our lives are basically under control—our own control—and our
security is in our own hands. Of course, we believe in a God who is
always with us, but this belief can easily become like an insurance
policy that we doubt we will ever need until the future. We have
things under control ourselves, but it is nice to know God is there as
a backup when we need some extra help. Homeless people,
displaced people, cannot have such illusions. We shouldn’t either. In
fact, we all live in a very fragile environment.

Today’s text, Jeremiah 29, was written in a time of terrible disaster:
the violent conquest of Judah by the Babylonians and the apparent
end of the Israelite people. He wrote both for those who were carried
away into exile, and for those who remained in the now conquered
Judah. There were false prophet's proclaiming that the exiles would
soon return, and life would return to normal, but Jeremiah said: don’t
listen to the false prophets’ lies. Jeremiah told the people that the
exile would be seventy years. They needed to accept reality and go
about adjusting to life outside their homeland. They should build
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat the produce. Take
wives and have sons and daughters... and seek the welfare of the
city where God had sent them. Jeremiah knew it was pointless to
look back to a past that was gone.

The exiles of Judah who settled in Babylon followed the advice of
Jeremiah, but they looked ahead to a home in the future: Their
hearts could never feel completely at home in Babylon, so they
looked to God who alone could carry them to their real home, the
place of ultimate fulfilment. Hope in God and a future home gave
them the faith to survive their exile in this world.

Our actual home, our real security, our only peace is found by
sharing in the life of God. Day by day, God is our home and God
our ultimate destination. Christ tells us not to look backward, not
to live in the past and not put earthly homes ahead of our

allegiance to him. “Behold, | make all things new!” A new world
that is now in the making but that will be realized fully only in the
future, that is our true home

For now, however, we live in the midst of the exile. Old Testament
scholar Walter Brueggemann believes that people living in exile have
three choices: 1) Despair; 2) Assimilate; 3) Reimagine the future. The
prophet Jeremiah counseled the third option. He told the exiles of
Judah to create a new community, and follow in faith the God who
would build for them a new home.

This is a moment of reimagination. We must hope, not despair, and
we must re-imagine our future. What does it mean for us to share
hope as people who journey in exile?

1. Recognize that this is a gifted space: God has given us gifts to
share with others, to create a space of hospitality where people
can feel welcomed and safe. We can use our gifts for the welfare
of the city where God has planted us.

2. Think of this moment as a time worth celebrating. During this
waiting period, we rejoice together and lift each other up, grateful
to God who has given us friends in the exile who are on the
journey with us.

3. Work to Create a verdant earth. The earth itself is a refugee. The
bible talks of God’s plans to renew and restore a new earth. How
can we who journey in exile be part of renewing and restoring the
earth?

We can find happiness and glory in exile when we reimagine the
future and act in faith today. No place outside is truly safe outside the
presence of God, but in the presence of God anyplace can be the
place we experience joy and fulfillment. Hagar, like Jeremiah, knew
this truth. She was an exile, a victim of human trafficking, abused
and tossed aside to face an uncertain future with no obvious security.
Yet, in her exile she encountered the living God, who promised
always to be with her and who showed her an amazing future.

Let us this morning remember these stories and receive this truth into
our hearts. God is with us in the exile and he has seen the future.
Take courage and live with joy. We are going home.



